
The "Jane Austen Industry" is a massive global phenomenon transforming the author’s 
19th-century novels into a modern, multi-million dollar "brand"

Acknowledged that Jane Austen continues to grow in popularity as an author even as her 
novels turn 200 years old. After Shakespeare, many would pronounce Austen the most 
popular and widely acclaimed literary figure in history. Her six novels are some of the most 
widely read literature in the world often outselling the books of top contemporary authors. 
According to Nielsen BookScan research, for example, in 2002 U.S. book stores sold 
110,000 copies of Pride and Prejudice while John Grisham’s, The Runaway Jury, (a #1 best 
seller in 1996) sold 73,337 copies. Further, in recent years there have been numerous new 
editions of her books, various translations, dozens of TV adaptations and feature films, in 
addition to prequels, sequels and spin-offs, as well as, new biographies and articles on 
Austen herself.

Notoriety was gained essentially by word of mouth. While she did not promote herself, her 
brother, Henry, did. Henry, along with her sister, Cassandra, were her biggest supporters. 
Henry played several roles. At the time of the publishing of her novels he was a successful 
London banker. Because her first novel Sense and Sensibility was published on commission 
Austen needed to come up with the money to have it published. Having no money of her 
own she depended on Henry’s financial support to bring her books into the reading world. 
He not only provided financial support where needed but also acted as a liaison with her 
publishers. In the early 1800’s it was very much a man’s world. Henry assisted his sister by 
helping her navigate the professional world. 

Key Aspects of the Austen Industry:

 Screen Adaptations: Continued success of film and TV adaptations, from the 

1995 Pride and Prejudice to modern reinterpretations and biopics like Miss Austen.

 Merchandise & Tourism: Extensive commercial goods, including Regency-style 

fashion, tea sets, and branded items. Tourism focuses on her home in Chawton and 

Bath.

 Literary & Fan Culture: A thriving market of sequels, spin-offs, and "Austen-adjacent" 

fiction.

 Societies & Scholarship: Active academic and fan organizations, such as the Jane 

Austen Society UK and the Jane Austen Society of North America (JASNA), publish 

ongoing scholarship.

 Long Tail Marketing: The phenomenon is a prime example of niche marketing, where 

small, highly focused products aggregate to form a massive market. 

Austen has become a cultural brand, representing a mix of comfort, sharp observation, 

and social commentary that resonates globally 250 years after her birth

https://janeaustensociety.org.uk/
https://janeaustensociety.org.uk/


The Jane Austen Centre in Bath is a permanent exhibition located on Gay Street, 

celebrating the author’s time in the city (1801–1806) and the Regency period that 

inspired her work. It features costumed actors, a waxwork of Austen, and Regency-

themed tea rooms. 

Key Highlights

 Exhibition: Explores Austen’s life in Bath and the profound impact the city had on her 

novels Persuasion and Northanger Abbey.

 Characters & Tours: Costumed guides provide introductory talks and guided walking 

tours of filming locations.

 Interactive Activities: Visitors can try on Regency fashion, write with feather quills, 

and take photos with a 5ft 8in wax figure of Austen.

 Regency Tea Room: Located on the second floor, offering traditional cream teas.

 Gift Shop: Sells bespoke Jane Austen-themed items. 

Location and Visiting

 Address: 40 Gay Street, Bath, BA1 2NT (located between Queen Square and The 

Circus).

 Duration: Generally takes 1–2 hours.

 Times: Open daily, with extended hours during summer. 

The Centre is designed to be an immersive experience for enthusiasts and visitors 

looking to understand Bath's history. 

The Jane Austen Centre in Bath focuses on the life and works of Jane Austen, as well as 
the Regency period in which she lived. A constantly evolving attraction, the Jane Austen 
Centre aims to inform and entertain visitors.
Your visit to The Jane Austen Centre offers you a snapshot of life during Regency times and 
explores how living in this magnificent city affected Jane Austen and her writing. Jane 
Austen, 1775 - 1817.
Our famous Jane Austen characters will take you on a journey through the Centre. You can 
have fun dressing up, tasting some Regency food, writing with quill pen and ink and even 
having your picture taken with the world-famous Jane Austen waxwork while finding out 
about England’s most famous author.


